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Finding Home for the Forcibly Displaced 

Forced displacement in Myanmar and Afghanistan gripped our hearts in 2021. At the
end of the year, there were more than 1M displacements from each country. Most
remained internally displaced while thousands of refugees fled to border countries in
the region. More than half of the displaced are women and children. Their grief and
aspirations guided our response. Our emergency service quadrupled. 

Finding  home for the forcibly displaced, a safe space where their basic needs are met
and hopes nourished, is a mission of JRS. Our 40th anniversary narratives show how
refugees sought home and our enriching accompaniment experience during their
diaspora. We rejoice in gratitude for those who have found hospitality and continue to
advocate for those who were not welcomed.  

We are also called to care for our common home, a bigger home that will accommodate
everyone if we can share more broadly and live more simply. A call to integral conversion
as Laudato Si encourages us. There are growing efforts and partnerships in this
tremendous challenge. With the Jesuits, JRS has initiated working with communities
through Project 40-4-40 that strengthens communities and nurtures their sociocultural
and ecological growth. We are walking with the youth who is leading this action.  

Looking back at 2021, I see two poignant images. One is of the destructive pandemic
where mobility is restricted and people are confined to their homes and the other is the
mass displacement of people who lack safe shelter and were not welcomed. As
companions of refugees in the last 40 years, JRS teams experience these destabilizing
movements and shrinking protection spaces while crossing borders and reaching out to
the margins.  

We thank the people whose commitment and vision have built the spirit and mission of
JRS in the last 40 years. We thank refugees, friends, supporters, partners who have
made the last 40 years an experience of longing, finding and building a home for all. 
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125,936
PEOPLE SERVED

8
COUNTRIES

10
AREAS OF SERVICE

+450%
EMERGENCY AID

2021 AT A
GLANCE
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A community volunteer is teaching children at an IDP site in Myanmar.
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OUR 
SERVICES

EDUCATION
17,444 people served

PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT
7,155 people served

LIVELIHOODS
3,300 people served

PEACE BUILDING
3,332 people served

ADVOCACY
9,394 people seved

PASTORIAL
2,349 people served

PROTECTION
115 people served

HEALTHCARE
537 people served
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EMERGENCY AID
71,873 people served

INFORMATION
10,437 people served



PROGRAM
DATA

04

TOTAL INCOME

$ 5.2 million

53%
FEMALE POPULATION SERVED

47%
MALE POPULATION SERVED

EXPENSE BY SERVICE ($) :

TOTAL EXPENSE

$ 4.9 million
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GREATER
NEEDS

Violent conflict threatens international security, causes millions of people to flee their homes, 
and risks the lives of displaced people. The pandemic, alongside other challenges, deteriorates
their vulnerabilities. In solidarity with refugees, JRS gives priority to greater needs of emergency
aid, advocacy, and education for refugees in the region. Together with generous donors, partner
organizations, churches, and community leaders, we are able to accompany refugees as many
ways as possible in response to emerging challenges they are facing. 

+450%EMERGENCY AID

+145%ADVOCACY

+40%EDUCATION

GROWTH IN BENEFICIARIES :
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Sometimes I also feel want to kill myself. It seems at that time that the whole world was against me. Even
now I can’t imagine that condition anymore. Now I have a place. My health is better. Since I got JRS Help,
today’s situation is better. I am happy now. I can afford better meals. I have a roommate also, and I can save
some money and get better food. It is a big difference. Before, I can’t do anything. Now I can live better. In
the past, no one wanted to meet me, everyone ran away from me. But now, I have many friends. I will say
that 90% of my life is getting better. Sometimes, I still feel pain because of post-surgery. But when I call JRS.
They  were ready to help me to the hospital.

My life is getting better. I’m not stressed anymore. When JRS accepted my request. I feel like I’m the
happiest person on earth. Before I got assistance from JRS, I was fighting stress. At that time when I wanted
to end my life, I was going back to my mentality. I suggested myself that tomorrow will be better. I believe in
God that's why I never let myself down.
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A story
from 
Bogor

 
When JRS accepted my request. I feel like

I’m the happiest person on earth.

 
A  REFUGEE FROM SOMALIA

Before JRS supported me, it was a nightmare.
No place, no food. I often had one meal a day
and slept in the mosque because that was the
only thing I could afford. Sometimes my friends
helped me with food and let me sleep in their
rented house. I was also sick at that time. I had a
headache. My feeling was very bad. JRS's health service in public hospital.

Story of Change
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Assistance to
mitigate COVID-19
impact in Malaysia

The project in Malaysia was able to provide protection from hunger, homelessness, and loss of income to
most vulnerable families through the cash support provided for food, shelter, and income-generating
activities (IGA). The main people served during the period was the refugee population. More than a quarter
of the assistance was distributed to households from the local indigenous and minority population in
Malaysia as the pandemic impacted all communities and further marginalized remote communities which
are unable to access government assistance.

The effect of COVID-19 on the livelihood of respondents. When COVID-19 hit their communities, 75.1% of those
who had work or business (305 of 406), lost their jobs/sources of income. Most of respondents shared that
they sat in their houses waiting for a phonecall for a job. They found it difficult to find a new job as most of
employers prefer to employ Malaysians.

For the other 24.9% or those who were able source income (101 of 406), no one mentioned that their earnings
are enough to sustain their household expenses after COVID-19. This is especially true for rent and food
expenses. Based on interviews, from working 20-25 days a month before the pandemic, refugees now have
to work only 5 to 10 days per month with minimum daily wage of 40-70 MYR (10-17.50 USD). In addition, it is
interesting to note that among types of earners, the monthly earners were the hardest hit with 94.6%
reported losing their jobs compared to 61.7% of daily earners.

Without their usual source of income, refugees relied on charity or NGOs in their neighbourhood to get food
such as rice, sugar, egg, etc. A community partner had distributed assistance three (3) times between March
to June 2020 to the most vulnerable students and their families. Very few organizations offer cash assistance
for house rent or electricity bill.

Local (Orang Asli) = 525

Asylum seekers = 28

Refugee = 1127

Undocumented = 12 Male = 51.5%

Female = 48.5%

423 households 1,692 individuals

Total population served as of September 2021

Story of Change
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The story of Soyod

Soyod is a 55-year-old father who lives among the refugee community in Alor Setar, Kedah. His small family
consists of 2 children and a wife. Soyod does not have any special skills. He can speak Malay but he cannot read.
He has been working numerous jobs to feed his family from construction to currently part of a local cleaning
company as a road sweeper. Soyod said because he did not have other skills, so he had to work all these jobs to
support his family.

He came to Malaysia in the 1990s when he was in his early 30s with a payment of 500 MYR (125 USD) for a one-
way journey into the borders. He fled from Rakhine state, Myanmar, and had spent 10 days in the crowded boat
with other people. He remembered being forced to change to a smaller boat after certain days in the sea by
smugglers. With other people, this small boat left to drift to the shores. Upon reaching the shorelines on the
Malaysia border, Soyod was arrested by the local law enforcers and was detained for a few months.

He was forced to leave his village in Rakhine, Myanmar, because his life was at stake. The military attacked his
village and burnt Soyod’s house. His family was killed in his house, and his only child was decapitated in front of
him. He was the only survivor and he fled to Malaysia for safety and started a new family there.

When Malaysia was hit by the pandemic, Soyod lost his job. He was able to survive with the help of his friends.
He stated that he has not received any form of aid since the first day he arrived. He heard about Jesuit Refugee
Service (JRS) and New Thessalonian Apostolate (NTA)’s aid from his community. After a long wait for an
assessment interview, he finally received the aid. “I’ve never received any aid before, this is the first time an
organization offered me aid,” Soyod said. This assistance meant so much to him as He could manage to cover
some of his necessities with the given amount. He believes that the aid is a big help in this difficult time.

A testimony of refugee in Malaysia.

I’ve never received any aid before, this is
the first time an organization helped me.

MR.  SOYOD
A REFUGEE IN MALAYSIA

Story of Change
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Community
Learning Support
Program (CLSP)
An initiative to create a learning space for IDPs, refugee returnees and host
students living amid COVID-19 pandemic and political crisis in Myanmar.

I used to be the head teacher of a primary school. I joined CDM (Civil Disobedience Movement) after the coup in
February 2021. I am personally teaching at and supporting the community-based learning activities established
by the villagers in my village. In 2020-2021 academic year, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, school were
closed nationwide. As a result, our children lost the chance to continue their learning. A few parents think that
it was good that the school was closed as their children could help them in their farm, but most of the parents
felt sad as they found that their children were doing nothing for their improvement and their children are
getting older without promoting to the next level of education.  

In 2021-2022 academic year, with the encouragement of one of mobile education assistants who is also from my
village, we started the community-based classes in our village since July 2021 until now. We run the class with
volunteer teachers and CDM teachers from our village and as I was pregnant during that time, the mobile
education assistant and village pastor are the ones who led and organized the whole village to implement the
classes considering the education of our children.  

IDP students are studying at Kayah State, Myanmar.

Story of Change

A story of a head teacher in Myanmar.
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In 2020 when schools were also closed due to COVID-19, children in our village were wasting their time and their
participation in activities was less. Besides, they did not give time to study to improve their literacy and numeracy
skill. However, after we opened the Community Learning Center in July 2021, the students became more active in
participating in activities, studying for their personal and professional improvement, physically staying clean and
healthy. According to the feedback of the parents, the children become more polite, and they listen to their
parents more after the school reopened.  

As armed conflicts are ongoing in Kayah State, people from my village were also displaced to the jungle for two
times in July and August and we could not open the classes regularly in the first three months. Since children have
been away from school for more than a year, volunteer teachers had to try harder to get attention in the class. Now
the students are getting more focused, adjusted and happy to come to the learning center. During the class,
according to the volunteer teachers, the students always talk about the armed conflicts that happened near the
village in the class as they heard the sound of gun shots, bombs and they themselves have to run to the jungle
during that time. Because of this case, the teachers were worrying about the feeling and trauma of the children.
When the classes are going on regularly, the students are talking less about these conflicts as they have to give
more attention to the lesson in the classes and it was a great relief for the teachers as the learning center is a safe
space for them.  

At the beginning, some students do not come to the classes regularly, so, the mobile education assistant organized
parents’ meeting in the village, sharing about psychosocial support and positive parenting to the parents,
explaining and encouraging the parents the importance of their participation in their children’s education. After
the meeting, parents were getting more motivated and they encouraged their children to study hard. As a result,
students join the classes more regularly and participate actively in every school activity

We could also extend until grade 8 level from only primary level at the beginning. There are now about 70
students. This community-based learning activity is a great motive for us and it also inspires our neighboring
villages to open their community learning centers too. As the mobile education assistant is actively participating in
and also a member of education working groups in a village tract, she is a great supporter in our village. During
this hardest time in the pandemic and political crises, we are not forgotten, and we thank you very much for every
support to our village and this support encourages us to continue implementing education activities.  

IDP students are studying in classroom at Kayah State, Myanmar.
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Empowering 
refugee's l ives
digital ly
LEAP @ JRS

E3, which stands for Education for Economic Empowerment, is a core training programme of the LEAP@JRS
initiative and seeks to equip asylum seekers and refugees (ASRs) with certified IT skills. The 3-month digital
marketing course, conducted primarily online, includes an express module Digital Skills for Business, and a more
intensive professional module Digital Skills for Design. E3 modules are designed and delivered by qualified
trainers from JRS’s network of academic partners. 

“We were very proud to present our students with their certificates at our virtual graduation ceremony in October
2021. Of our 19 graduates, about 68% have obtained internship stints with JRS’s business partners who are willing
to mentor and help our students further develop their skills. 

Ages 17 to 50, from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe. The cohort of  19 students who graduated from LEAP@JRS’s E3
digital marketing course on 14 October 2021 have proven, virtually, that no obstacle is too great to overcome. 

Story of Change



12http://jrsap.org 

2021 Annual Report

“We are grateful for our generous donor the Diana Koh Foundation through the Community Foundation of
Singapore, our academic partner, Make The Change, a social enterprise by M.A.D School and our passionate
volunteers for paving the way with us to make a difference in the lives of ASRs,” said Ms Lai Suyim, the chairperson 
of the LEAP@JRS subcommittee. 

Initial funding received from the Diana Koh foundation enables JRS not only to run the training courses but also
provide a small stipend for the ASR students that would help to cover some basic living expenses, thus enabling
them to better focus on the course. Students who have successfully completed the course will be given certificates
of attendance by M.A.D School, as well as their very own professionally curated portfolios that they can use for
internship applications. Under the E3 programme, JRS aims to train as many as 225 students over three years.

“The first course was a wonderful experience. I learned many important and basic designs that I didn't know before.
The interesting part of the second course was about typography and how to use shapes in designing. 

Now I can design for social media and advertising. I have asked three of my colleagues to join this course and they
have registered themselves for the next batch.” said Ms ZG, 23, from Afghanistan, 
who is based in Bogor, Indonesia with her family. 

“The digital marketing course came at the most opportune time for me. I was losing hope in any prospect of early
settlement, my wife has not been feeling well and the support my family has been receiving was shrinking
gradually due to COVID-19 induced financial constraints on the ARS supporters and well-wishers. It was during this
dark hour of my life that an opportunity to enrol in the programme arose. I really enjoyed every moment of it as it
kept me busy, switched my mind from despair and hopelessness to hope.” said Mr S, 50, from Zimbabwe, who is
based in Bangkok, Thailand.  

“This course has really been a life changing one for me. The training programme has equipped me with self-reliant
skills that can enable me to exploit opportunities when they arise. Considering our plight as refugees, this
technology-based programme is relevant as one can work remotely,” S added.
 
It was not just the students who had benefitted from E3 but also the trainers themselves. Ms Yenni Wijaya, Studio
Director of advertising agency B.RU Collective, and Make The Change trainer shared, 
“It was my first time interacting with ASRs and it’s been an eye-opening and humbling experience. Considering
their diverse backgrounds and the fact that some don’t speak English as their first language, I applaud their
commitment and efforts to learn something that is totally new.
  
“I can see that some are hungry for knowledge of design principles and processes. With continual guidance from
their mentors they should be able to break into the creative industry and become full-fledged designers.” 

LEAP@JRS, a forward-looking initiative to nurture future-fit refugees. LEAP@JRS offers certified digital skills
training, professional development and wellness programmes, as well as facilitates virtual internships for ASRs.
For more information on how you can contribute to JRS’s efforts, visit LEAP@JRS or email contact@jrssg.org

This course came during the dark 
hour of my life. it switched my mind from

despair and hopelessness to hope.

MR.  S ,  A  50-YEAR-OLD
REFUGEE FROM ZIMBABWE

Story of Change

https://jrssg.org/project/leapjrs/
mailto:contact@jrssg.org
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Neighbor's
kindness helps
refugee f ight
COVID-19 in
Thailand

by Soe, a Myanmar refugee in Thailand

Days were harder and nights were longer for a refugee like me. I knew that I should keep myself low profile in a
room of a commercial town in Thailand. What it’s like to have COVID-19 while seeking asylum in other country? 

I was sharing my two-floored apartment with a family of three, mom, dad, and their 3-year-old daughter. They
were blue-collared workers without any steady income and unfortunately unemployed due to the pandemic. On
the bright side, they became my living walls. Their kid loved to spend most of her time in my room. We had fun
playing sharing her dolls and my makeup.

When I had a severe headache and fever on the evening of August 16th, 2021, I acted like this was just a normal
fever. Yes, I acted because I didn’t want to put myself even in the imagination that COVID-19 is within my body
and I didn’t want to find out either.

In other words, I was so scared just with the thoughts of challenges waiting for me if people found out that I
contracted COVID-19. I was scared if I would be treated discriminately as a gross person, a bad person, or a
troublesome person.

I rushed to the nearest clinic holding my tiny courage to ask for some pills to relieve my symptoms; headache,
stuffy nose, and sore throat. As an alien, I was so afraid if I was allowed to buy some medicine. Luckily, I recovered
in the next day and the neighbouring family looked after me well. The kid loves to give me pills and water like a
doctor. I rarely had direct contact with them or outsiders. I was so worried if anyone got infected from me. I did
not want them to be in the situation I was. So, I decided to have a self-check test on 18th Aug and it was negative.
I was very happy. 

That happiness didn’t last even for a day. On the 19th, I lost my sense of smell. I tested positive. I was speechless
and lost in my thoughts on the next steps. I stayed isolated in my room and the family moved to the first floor.
They were not scared to help me but I can see they were fearful of the local authorities. They suggested me not to
tell anyone. I understood them well. 

Story of Change
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There were so many thoughts in my mind back then if my symptoms worsened, “can I get medical service from
a local hospital without any identification or as an asylum seeker in this country?, Can I even ask someone?, will I
be in trouble after asking them?” Also, at the time, I was in the middle of my resettlement process. I was worried
if they called me to put me in a house with others, and what if they cancelled my process, and so on. 

There were so many thoughts in my mind back then if my symptoms worsened, “can I get medical service from
a local hospital without any identification or as an asylum seeker in this country?, Can I even ask someone?, will I
be in trouble after asking them?” Also, at the time, I was in the middle of my resettlement process. I was worried
if they called me to put me in a house with others, and what if they cancelled my process, and so on. 

I contacted CoCare via JRS. When the doctor checked my conditions, he found out that I had difficulty
breathing. They then contacted the local hospital under my name. That was when I got my head fired on how
they were going to register a refugee for treatment. 

I shared with JRS my problems. I received suggestions on what I should do next. I informed the RSC office that I
tested COVID-19 positive and it turned out they supported me with the help of IOM.  IOM called me daily to
check up throughout my 28 days of home isolation. The local hospital also offered free X-ray check-ups. I was
overwhelmed and touched by the generous support from JRS for my medical expenses. 

Besides such supports from the organizations, the family that I lived with helped a lot while I was in home
isolation. They left healthy meals in front of my room. They helped with my laundry and did short errands for
anything I need. Some of my friends that I knew only when I arrived in Thailand helped me sending food and
medicine. Some warm calls encouraged me to stay strong. The person I appreciated most was my boyfriend
who bared my up and down mood. He gave me most of his time making sure I was doing fine mentally and
physically in a tiny room from miles away. It is too bad to be sick while living apart from your family. However, I
was lucky to have such people and organizations around me during difficult time. 

I want to sincerely express my gratitude and thanks to everyone. I could see and feel their generosity,
willingness, and best wishes to keep me strong and safe. It made me feel better knowing that there are people
out there who care for ‘the others’ like me. The love and support that they showed towards me helped me a lot
to recover faster. Thank you so much. 
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Knowledge is the
only thing that
cannot be stolen

by Joseph, a head teacher at Ban Mai Nai Soi refugee camp, Thailand

My Name is Joseph. I was born in Myanmar, in Kayah state, Shan Daw Township and Daw Krar Aung village in
1978. We are 11 in the family that includes my parents, 7 brothers, my only sister and myself. I am 43 years old
and married with 1 daughter.

I finished primary level (KG -S4) only because there was no middle and high school in our village. We didn’t have
enough teaching and learning materials especially textbooks. The teacher just dictated or wrote on the
blackboard. We spent most of our time copying information. My parents have not received an education. They
don't know how to plan for the future, so I learned to get on my own.

I was happy living in our village. I did not expect that one day in 1991, the Burmese military would attack our
village. We were able to hide in the forest for a month together with other villagers. We always struggled for
enough food and clothes. In 1995, I went to Eastern Karenni and stayed in Tha Na Kwei Boarding House to
continue my studies to Standard 5.

Story of Change
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When I finished, I went back to my village. I worked there to help my parents. However, in 1996, the Shan Daw
Township was again attacked by the Burmese military. Our village was burned down, and we fled to the Thailand
border for safety. My whole family and I eventually settled in the refugee camp at Ban Mai Nai Soi. My father was old
and could not work hard. For a couple of years, I worked outside the camp to help my parents. In 1999, I returned to
school in the camp and continued my education to Standard 10. After the term 1 examination, I left school to work
and help my family make a living.

I was hired as a primary school subject teacher in 2005-2008. Being a teacher offered many challenges. Most of my
friends discouraged me from teaching because the stipend is very little for supporting my family. They encouraged
me to work outside the camp, where 2 days' wages equal a month's stipend as a teacher. Some parents questioned
my credentials as a teacher, for I did not finish my own education. However, both my mother and my wife always
encouraged me to help our people and community. That support helped me not to listen to what some people
were saying.

I was promoted as deputy head teacher in 2009 and became a Head Teacher in 2020.

My dream is to continue my studies. Currently, I am faced with family constraints and civil war problems. I don't
want to resettle to a third country. I wish that my country was peaceful. I want to go back and be a teacher for the
rest of my life. I want to help in the development of our country and our people.
The situation in my country is not safe to return. I will continue to realize my dream for our people by teaching with
KnED. My dream, like the KnED vision, is that “Education for the progress of the people.

I cannot imagine our community without a school that provides quality education for our children and future
generations. Without education, there will be no progress. Without progress, there is no hope. I believe that
Education is the only thing that cannot be stolen from us. Education will lead us to peace and reconciliation. For
this, I now attend teacher trainings. I want to teach well in school and build a more peaceful and better world to live
in.

I would like to thank the King of Thailand for allowing us to stay in the refugee camps. My gratitude also to KnED,
to JRS, and to the donors who support education in the camp. Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to
serve my community through education.

Story of Change
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A Place to 
Call Home
A report on the experiences of homelessness and housing exclusion
among people seeking asylum in Greater Sydney

Years after arriving in Australia, people seeking asylum face chronic homelessness and housing exclusion in
the community, a new report by Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Australia and Western Sydney University’s
Translational Health Research Institute (THRI) has found.

The report, entitled A Place to Call Home: A Report on the Experiences of Homelessness and Housing Exclusion
among People Seeking Asylum in Greater Sydney, presents findings from detailed interviews with fourteen
women and men seeking asylum, exploring their experiences housing and homelessness, including during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Detailing participants’ housing trajectories, living arrangements and conditions, and challenges with finding
and maintaining safe, secure, and adequate housing, A Place to Call Home shows how restrictions on economic
and social rights associated with visa status, barriers to employment in competitive labour markets, and
Sydney’s high rental prices generate conditions under which homelessness and housing exclusion become a
feature of the lives of people seeking asylum.

Dr. Elizabeth Conroy, Senior Research Fellow at Western Sydney University and report co-author said, “many
participants experienced ongoing housing exclusion, and were compelled to make decisions to stay in
inadequate, insecure or unsafe housing arrangements to avoid homelessness.”

“The resourcefulness of participants was prominent in the data but so was the toll of housing exclusion on
people’s dignity and agency, and their wellbeing overall.”
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Nishadh Rego, Policy, Advocacy, and Communications Manager, JRS Australia said, “the findings of this report
reveal just how challenging it is for people seeking asylum to maintain a roof over their heads on short-term
bridging visas, which may or may not include work rights, and without any form of income support. Delays in
determination, processing, and review of protection claims means that people live on the cusp of homelessness
for years,”

“The Australian Government has a responsibility to ensure that people seeking asylum live safe and dignified
lives free from homelessness and poverty whilst their claims for protection are being processed.”

 
The report affirms findings from a recent survey of more than a hundred respondents seeking asylum, which
found that 55% of respondents had experienced some form of homelessness since arriving in Australia.

A Place to Call Home will be launched online on Friday 10 December at 11 AM, and involves a panel discussion
with Maryam, a refugee leader on a temporary visa, Dr. Eve Lester, an Australian Research Council DECRA
Fellow and JRS Australia Board Member, Mr. Jack De Groot, CEO of the St Vincent De Paul Society NSW, and Dr.
Elizabeth Conroy, Senior Research Fellow at Western Sydney University, and co-author of the report.

 
 

'A PLACE TO CALL HOME' 
makes recommendations of Federal, State, and local
council Governments, arguing that each must play a

key role in driving systemic improvements in the
housing and financial circumstances of people

seeking asylum in the community.

 

Read the full report, A Place to Call Home: A Report on the Experiences of Homelessness and
Housing Exclusion among People Seeking Asylum in Greater Sydney.

https://aus.jrs.net/en/news/new-report-people-seeking-asylum-face-enduring-homelessness-amidst-chronic-financial-insecurity/
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Reconciliation 
with Creation
Project 40-4-40 : Growing Canopies, 
Strengthening Communities

Read full article in the JCAP Annual Report

The partnership with indigenous communities
has resulted in an engagement of the larger
society. The Ateneo de Zamboanga University
in southern Philippines supported the
Subanen community’s participation and
involved relevant government agencies in
sourcing 2,000 seedlings of local hardwood
and cacao for livelihood potential. In
Cambodia, the Kbal Khla community engages
the local forestry administration officials in site
identification, monitoring, and coordinating
patrol missions of the vast wildlife sanctuary.

The promotion of cultural integrity and care
for creation has raised awareness and inspired
others to continue with their community’s
dream. The Dumagats outside metropolitan
Manila is not connected with any Jesuit
institution. They have had forest regeneration
projects that have failed due to lack of support.
Project 40-4-40 is an opportunity to not give
up on their goal of planting 10,000 trees in a
20-hectare watershed.

https://jcapsj.org/blog/2022/03/21/jcap-2022-annual-report-now-available-online/?fbclid=IwAR31G4N250zOBhaYg_PmY70jhdr9BxBtKHfB8JXf1oj8SVcgixTUqo3Mn-4


15,000 TREES PLANTED AND 40,000 PLEDGED

5 COUNTRIES ACROSS THE REGION

40 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

$31,853 DONATED TO SUPPORT

In 2022, we continue our commitment to care for
common home. We are planting 40,000 trees and more!

From Cambodia to Philippines, Laos, Thailand, and Myanmar,
we are united to grow canopies and strengthen
communities.

In cooperation with youth and local partners, 40
communities in 5 countries have joined us in taking care of
their home.

You can also help us plant more trees. 
Donate at https://apr.jrs.net/en/donate

SUCCESS
SNAPSHOTS

5 JESUIT PARTNER ORGANIZATONS

Together with the Jesuit Conference in Asia Pacific (JCAP),
Committees on Reconciliation with Creation (RWC), and Indigenous
Ministry (JCIM) and Youth Ministry/MAGIS, Jesuit Refugee Service
(JRS) would like to specially thank for the success of this project.
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40ofYEARS
ACCOMPANYING
REFUGEES
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In celebration of its milestone 40th anniversary,
Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) Asia Pacif ic ,  together
with Jesuit Communications Foundation (JesCom),
launched an online exhibition dedicated to its history
of outstanding service and solidarity.

Entit led “40 Years of Accompanying Refugees”,  JRS’s
landmark project marks a special  partnership with
the Society of Jesus Phil ippine Province’s media arm,
which openly contributed its expertise in website
design and artistic direction.

Featuring a detailed timeline of events,  visitors of the
exhibition can retrace JRS’s humble beginnings,
dating back to the late Fr.  Pedro Arrupe SJ’s cal l  to
over 50 Jesuit provinces to respond to the plight of
Vietnam war refugees and coordinate a global
humanitarian response.

Louie Bacomo believes that the core spirit  that has
driven JRS, the “love of God and compassion for
humanity,  ”  and the same values that inspired Fr.
Arrupe 40 years ago, wil l  keep JRS relevant and
effective in the coming years,  amidst ever-changing
and challenging times.

Visit exhibition

https://jrsjcap40years.org/


MY HOMEMY HOMEMY HOME

The online exhibit “My Home: Displacement, Diaspora, and
Desire”, highlights the poems, drawings, and other treasured
belongings from refugees, that hold them close to home and
transform their sense of identity and belonging. Moreover, the
said exhibit allows viewers to witness the refugees’ journeys from
their place of origin, towards resettlement, through their own
lens.

"The exhibit suggests that having a place to call home should not
be a privilege, but a sense of home has been perceived differently
by people on the move, people who were forced to flee their
home. JRS would like to invite viewers to walk along their journey
and listen to their stories. We hope that the exhibit could at least
echo important messages and raise awareness of refugee rights
issues in the region," said Duangtida Saisuk, Regional
Communication and Advocacy Officer.

 “We hope that viewers realize that stories of refugees are human
stories, our stories. These are not stories out there; the stories are
in play in each of us, in our society, in how we respect our
differences and assist others who are suffering and experiencing
difficulties,” described Bacomo of the exhibit’s important
message for audiences.
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Visit exhibition

https://jrsjcap40years.org/
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T JRS is grateful for the solidarity and

financial support from generous
partners and all private donors who
want to remain anonymous. Our
gratitude also to brave community
partners who implemented the
emergency response with us. 
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A life well-lived in the service of refugees.

You will be missed by your loved ones,
friends, and colleagues forever and always. 

May Your Soul Rest in Peace.

Rollie Verzosa
January 2012  - May 2022
10 Years with Jesuit refugee service (JRS)

JRS Thailand as Teacher Trainer, Education Coordinator, 
and Mae Hong Son Project Director  

JRS Asia Pacific as Regional Education Program Specialist
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Jesuit Refugee Service Asia Pacific
43 Soi Rachwithi 12, Victory Monument, 
Phayathai, Bangkok 10400, Thailand.

SCAN TO DONATE

2021
Annual Report

Help us give hope to those who have none.
Donate today at https://apr.jrs.net/en/donate


