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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
The Cost of the Myanmar Coup

The full impact of the murderous military takeover
in Myanmar on February 1 can only be revealed in
the coming years. The country is edging towards
the cliff of catastrophic collapse. The repercussions
permeate the political, economic, cultural, public
health, social and communal facets of the divided
country. In all these complexities before us, we can
look at where these repercussions are deeply felt
and felt right here, right now—the human cost.

While the human cost may be a footnote, dismissed
by armed and interest groups as collateral damage,
it is, in fact, the cost that has to matter and on
which all other costs must be measured.

Let us look at the gruesome statistics: 912 people confirmed dead and mass graves found; 65 of 254 people
including 2 children have been sentenced to death in person and in absentia; about 1,963 are escaping arrest
warrants, while 5,269 are currently detained.

In July, the coronavirus reared its deadly infection killing 4,181 and

confirmed cases rising to 208,357. On June 15, there were 225 daily cases recorded but on July 14, a whooping 7,083
new cases. About 420,000 overseas workers have returned to Myanmar in December 2020. New displacements in
2021 has increased to 207,000 with IDPs in Kayah State comprising close to 50%. In addition, about 370,020 have
been displaced in 2020 and there are over 742,000 Rohingyas in Bangladesh unable to return since August 2017.

The crises of the pandemic and political violence can lead to 25M of 54M people becoming poor in early 2022,
according to a UNDP report.

While Japan and China draw attention, Singapore remains the top investor in

Myanmar and its billion dollar investment is at risk. Some analysts say that Singapore can leverage its position
using bank deposits of military and their proxies in the country. Thailand comes third after Singapore and China.
Thailand’s Amata Group has stopped a USD 275M project due to the violence. Loss of lives, of livelihoods, of
opportunities, of freedom, of hope—the litany of losses is long.

These numbers have real human faces. And it is the face of the young who comprise one-third of the population.
Aye Aye* is a 28 year-old youth leader in one of NLD’s district offices. She was arrested, detained and tortured for
three days. She had to make up believable but false stories about the protest and her family had to bribe the police
for her to be released. She escaped and now living alone and in limbo in a border town in Thailand. Su Su missed
completing her 10th grade as the chaos of the coup engulfed her family. Her father was killed and their assets were
seized by the military. She took a plane to Thailand and is anxiously awaiting her mother who she expects to follow.
At 26 and no high school education, her options are limited and she is looking to work in a factory after she finishes
her quarantine. Moe worked in an NGO in 2016 as a driver. In 2021, he joined the People’s Defense Force (PDF) after
experiencing how the peaceful protests were violently suppressed. A photo he posted on Facebook showed him
donning a camouflage uniform and awkwardly posing with a long sniper rifle overpowering his small frame.
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And then there is Nai, the only child of student leaders in 1988. Nai is 27 years old and was a youth representative to
a 2019 peace conference in South Africa attended by some Nobel Peace Prize laureates. She was on the brink of
tears and her body shuddering while talking passionately how her generation’s fight for freedom, their “spring
revolution”, must go on despite the seeming ineffective support of the international community, the massive and
brutal force of the Tatmadaw, and the lingering lack of cohesive ground to rally all opposition forces. She said she
now understands the political cause and suffering of her parents. Listening to her tale across a dinner table in a
dimly-lit border town shop, I asked myself, what has the coup done to the youth of Myanmar?

The so-called “spring revolution” is inspiring Nai and other young people to fight for their future as their parents
did in 1988. The youth of today is bravely staking a claim in shaping their identity and destiny and wresting the
control away from the violent grip of the junta. Somehow, the cultural gap between the 1988 student uprising and
Generation Z is bridged. The youth will carry the fight towards developing a united civilian government.

In the coming years, in a somewhat distant yet hope-filled future, this inter-generational healing and inter-ethnic
connection that has been formed can be considered a gain. But then again, a gain at what tragic cost?

Aye Aye* -- all names in this article are aliases to protect the person

Louie Bacomo
Director, Asia Pacific/Thailand
15 July 2021
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ONCE AGAIN AND WITH GREAT
SADNESS I FEEL THE URGENCY
TO EVOKE THE DRAMATIC
SITUATION IN MYANMAR,
WHERE SO MANY PEOPLE,
ESPECIALLY THE YOUNG, ARE
LOSING THEIR LIVES TO OFFER
HOPE TO THEIR COUNTRY.
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I TOO KNEEL ON THE STREETS
OF MYANMAR AND SAY: STOP
THE VIOLENCE! I TOO EXTEND
MY ARMS AND SAY: LET
DIALOGUE PREVAIL!
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SITUATION IN MYANMAR
The recent political turmoil in Myanmar caused by the military
regime’s takeover of government control pushed back the
developments in Myanmar, with food insecurity, inflation, and
poverty expected to increase, on top of the effects of the now
neglected COVID-19 pandemic in the country.

Critics of the coup and their families are pursued by the military
junta and are subject to abduction, warrantless arrest, and
sexual violence and torture in detention.

Horrific images of the

affected are posted by security forces on social media to sow
shock, terror, and anxiety among citizens towards their eventual
exhaustion.

Hundreds

of

targeted

individuals

and

family

members are able to arrive in urban areas in Thailand based on
contacts and referrals received by JRS. They are in need of
financial

assistance

for

shelter,

food,

emergency

medical

services, and referrals to UNHCR and embassies.

There are numerous reports of military attacks and use of heavy
weaponry against innocent civilians and civilian properties,
especially in hardest hit areas like Kayah state, that may
constitute war crimes. Places of worship and the clergy are not
spared from the attacks. Amid being cut off from humanitarian
assistance,

local

communities,

churches,

and

organizations

gather together to help one another.
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SITUATION IN THAILAND
Events in neighbouring Myanmar took a dramatic and ominous turn for the worse when the
army mounted a coup on 1 February 2021, and very quickly engaged in a frenzy of violence
and systematic killing of opponents, jailing others, and in general enacting a rigid
atmosphere that suppressed all forms of dissent. This of course had repercussions for most
of the civilians, who either went into hiding, became IDPs, or attempted to flee as refugees
into Thailand.
By mid-year, in Kayah state bordering the refugee camps of Thailand, many thousands have
been displaced, and because of the pushback against Myanmar refugees, IDP centres
controlled by the ethnic armies have received many new arrivals.
In the light of these events JRS has tried to respond by offering two types of new
interventions. There are interventions for delivery of food and NFIs to those forcibly
displaced, using partners who operate on both sides of the border. There is a second set of
interventions which concentrate on sustaining education

PHOTO BY JRS THAILAND
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A 16-YEAR-OLD GIRL IN BANMAW
A 16-year-old girl, who fled from Mai Sak Kawng, shared about her current life situation in Nan Hlaing temporary displaced camp.
She is a grade nine student not being able to access to school since last year due to Covid-19, and this year, it is most likely that
she will not be able to go to school as well because of this current political crisis. However, the community learning support
program of JRS, gives her the opportunity to keep learning since last year. The activities created in Nan Hlaing, such as craft,
sessions on Kachin literacy, English grammar and dancing, singing, makes her active and happy. She feels uncomfortable staying
in the current place as she does not feel at home there, and she cannot take shower well due to having not sufficient water in the
camp. Aside from that, she is displaced alone without any family members because her mother and sister are remained in the
village to take care of their belongings and she is asked to stay in the camp for the reason of her safety and continuous learning.
She shared her hopes saying, “I want to go home as I can meet my family members and do my hobby such as planting trees,
even now I want to see the flower trees I planted growing and blooming, as it gives me feelings of exaltation and happiness.’’
Moreover, she still hopes to continue learning more especially English language and other extra skills such as music and
computer when given opportunities in the future. Her experience on being not able to go to school has inspired her to become a
volunteer teacher to support learning opportunities for children who are not able to go to school like her, especially in the remote
area.

TWO 13-YEAR-OLD GIRL IN NAN HLAING IDP CAMP
Two 13-year-old girls from Myo Thit, currently living in Nan Hlaing camp expressed about their feelings and hopes on the current
situation. They are grade 7 students, participating in Community Learning Support Program (CLSP) sessions and learning actively
that are taught in the program. They feel very sad that they have to flee from their home which is in Myo Thit. Myo Thit is greatly
affected by the current intense conflict as it is the fighting zone of the armed groups. They are unhappy on the fact of schools
remained closed so as they cannot learn and cannot meet their friends. The challenge they face in the camp is not having enough
water for taking shower. It is more inconvenient as the weather is very hot. They want to go home soon if possible, and they want
to meet their close friends when the school reopens in the future. They hope to keep learning other extra activity such as
speaking English and songs.
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“ I'm afraid.
I don't know what will happen.
I don't know what I can do.
Now, we can't go to school anymore.
I don't know if we will have enough food.
The only thing I know is praying. ”
Ethnic students in Myanmar

Add a subheading

A BLIND GRANDMA IN MYANMAR

This conversation with a grandma who fled clashes in Myanmar makes me sad. At first, I did not know that she was blind. I
feel very sorry for her. She shares her experience after being displaced. "I was at home on that day when intense clashes
started. I was so frightened and didn’t know what to do. No one was around to help me and I cannot see. Thankfully, one of
my granddaughters came back to help me"

Although she is now safe, her family members are still left behind in the village and others are displaced in the jungle. She
feels very worried for them. “It is very hard for me in this situation because I am blind and always need somebody to help me.
I feel very vulnerable and hesitant to ask others for help.” I feel her pain when she shares her story. Even though she cannot
see me, her trust and willingness to share her stories with me was invaluable. This story matters a lot and it deserves to be
heard and shared. Giving our time in listening to people is very meaningful for someone.

P HOT O BY G U I LHERM E ROM AN O O N U N SP LA SH

12

P HOT O BY H ERALD M AL A Y SI A

Regarding safety and security,
shooting could happen at any time.
REFLECTION FROM A CIVILIAN

It has been three months since the military coup. Many Myanmar people have come out and protested to get international
attention. People protest every day in different styles. The military came and broke the group of protesters with rubber bullets, real
bullets, and tear gas. After three months, protests become less because of the military's brutal behaviors such as shooting and
arresting. Everyone felt not safe and got trauma. Some youths can't stand and go to ethnic armed organizations (EAOs) to learn
self-defense and using guns to fight the military.

Regarding safety and security, it is still fine in the daytime, but not at night. People organized self-defense security groups in each
ward and village. There is no guarantee to say when clashes between people, EAOs, and the military will happen. Travelling seems
more dangerous at this time. Last week, when I went to Hpruso, there are many soldiers on the road to destroy villagers' facilities,
and one villager was killed.

On April 30, 2021, 70 youths were detained due to attending training in an EAO and there was an explosion at Daw Oo Khu. The
tension has risen after the military conducted crimes against civilians. By looking at this situation, I am concerned about our safety
and security as the shooting could happen at any time.

During these three months, the price of consumer goods is increasing and the bank system cannot run well, some remain closed.
It is a very challenging time for people to buy food because cash withdrawal is a limitation. Now fuel price is also going very high
and the farmers are facing difficulties. But here in Loikaw, most people are farmers and have rice for food. Therefore, there is not
much to worry. I see people stored their rice on the farm so if the civil war happens, they will be fine to some extent.
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People have lost everything, but we
don't give up, we will fight for
democracy. We have to keep
praying, fighting, and being patient.
In my mind, I believe that we will
win together.

Regarding information and communication, using the internet is limited and phone communication is unstable. The people
can't receive or share the updated information easily. People feel that someone is listening to their phone call, therefore people
try to communicate with codes and ethnic languages. There are a lot of people who were warranted by section 505 as a way the
military is trying to limit and block information flows.

Regarding education, most of the education staff involved in the civil disobedient movement (CDM) and schools couldn't run.
Children have not had the opportunity to go to schools since the COVID-19 outbreak, but now it is riskier than the COVID-19
period. Government, private and private training centers and schools have shut down according to concerns on safety and
security. The dropout rate has increased.

To conclude, people have lost everything, but we don't give up, we will fight for democracy. For me, I am worried about myself
and my family. If this is ongoing, everything will be in crisis. However, we have to try our best and prepare the best for
emergencies such as food, medicine, shelter, safety and security, information, and communication. The good news is that
Loikaw Diocese will initiate an emergency response team. And first aid training will be conducted for youths. We have to keep
praying, fighting, and being patient. In my mind, I believe that we will win together.
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P H O TO B Y B E N ARN E W S

P HO T O BY B E N A R N E W S

REFLECTION ON WHAT IS HAPPENING AROUND YOU AND THE COUNTRY

After the military coup in Myanmar, it feels like the whole country is under the dark ages again, and the nightmare is back with
us every night. It is scarier and more frightening as it reminds us of the past.

I still remember the 1st Feb 2021 morning, and it was when citizens were gathering to discuss what will happen to them, why the
military dared that much to seize power unlawfully, what they should do now, and what is happening for the whole country.
After three months of being under the control of the dictator, the protest took place nationwide. After seeing soldiers arrested,
tortured, and killed hundreds of innocent people, the whole country was eager for freedom and real democracy. For this time,
people have seen, heard, and experienced by themselves how the military is treating their people and the whole country. We
have experienced civil war and been taken to serve as porters. In this 2021 spring revolution, the old generation is getting scared
and worried for their younger generations. They feel emotionally painful as they are not safe anymore on their land, and the
various kinds of torture and bully will come along. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, the school could not open, so the older
generations are disappointed.
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After the coup, I see that the whole country is struggling hard in response to the situation. Sad things happen. However,
during this time, we see the diverse ethnic groups are getting united and standing together to fight for their freedom and
federal democracy. We also see citizens are sharing and caring for each other during this difficult situation. As a result of the
hard-working of qualified leaders, civilians are getting supports from the international community. Although Myanmar is
facing a hard situation, its citizens are never giving up. They are protesting against the military in peaceful ways. But things are
getting worse, basic freedom was taken, thousands of villagers became displaced, and more people are being killed daily.
However, Myanmar citizens are seeing a spot of light in the darkness and we hope and dream the light will bring us to the
whole brightness one day. We felt hopeless sometimes and even feel like being in a never-ending nightmare that lets this
crime against humanity happen. Myanmar people will not lose hope, they are holding the spot of light tightly and will make it
brighter forever.

We felt hopeless sometimes and
even feel like being in a neverending nightmare that lets this
crime against humanity happen.
Myanmar people will not lose
hope, they are holding the spot
of light tightly and will make it
brighter forever.
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EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE IN MYANMAR
Since February 2021, JRS provided food, non-food items (blanket, blue tarp, mats,
canned goods), health and hygiene materials (including masks and sanitizers),
temporary learning spaces and education materials to displaced populations
including children.

TYPE OF ASSISTANCE
TRANSPORTATION
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EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE IN THAILAND
Since March 2021, JRS emergency response has assisted more than 9,000
refugees from Myanmar especially from Kayah, Kayin and Kachin states,
including IDPs along the Salween River communities on border and urban
areas.
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*The emergency response is in addition to our regular programs.

JRS IS GRATEFUL FOR SOLIDARITY AND FINANCIAL
SUPPORT FROM GENEROUS PARTNERS: CARITAS
AUSTRALIA, JRS SINGAPORE, JRS USA, JCAP AND
JESUIT MISSION IN MYANMAR, CHURCH WORLD
SERVICE, AND ALL PRIVATE DONORS WHO WANT TO
REMAIN ANONYMOUS. OUR GRATITUDE ALSO TO BRAVE
COMMUNITY PARTNERS WHO IMPLEMENTED THE
EMERGENCY RESPONSE WITH US.
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WE LIGHT OUR CANDLES FOR THE SPIRIT OF
THOSE WHO HAVE DIED FOR PEACE AND
JUSTICE IN MYANMAR. WE LIFT OUR PRAYERS
FOR PEACE TO PREVAIL AND CONVERSION OF
HEARTS. WE JOIN THE CALL OF POPE
FRANCIS, RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND THE
GLOBAL COMMUNITY OF PEACESEEKERS AND
PEACEMAKERS TO SEEK SOLUTIONS BASED ON
NON-VIOLENCE AND DIALOGUE.

JRS ASIA PACIFIC
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Help us give hope to those who have none.
Donate today at https://apr.jrs.net/en/donate
Designate to "Myanmar in Crisis"
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
LOUIE BACOMO
(louie.bacomo@jrs.net)
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Jesuit Refugee Service Asia Pacific
43 Soi Rachwithi 12, Victory Monument,
Phayathai, Bangkok 10400, Thailand.

