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“I’ve got no idea when the temporary shelter will be ready and don’t know 
when we will be housed there,” said an evacuee from Petung Hamlet, Kepu-
harjo, who is still staying temporarily in a Wukirsari   villager’s house.    

Until now, the authorities are still unable to finalise any long term and 
durable plans for the victims’ future. In general there are three options in this 
process, i.e. to return to their villages of origin, to be relocated or to perma-
nently live in the resettlement centres or temporary residential shelters now 
under construction.  

Will they be able to realise their dreams to return to their villages?              
According to the Volcanology Research and Technology Development Bu-
reau (BPPTK) in Yogyakarta, eight hamlets of the evacuees are impossible 
to be reoccupied any longer. They are Kinahrejo, Ngrangkah, Pangukrejo 
(Umbulharjo village), Petung, Kaliadem, Jambu, Kopeng (Kepuharjo village) 
and Kalitengah Lor (Glagaharjo village). All of them are within the territory 
of Cangkringan Sub-district, Sleman District, Yogyakarta Special Region. 
About over a thousand families previously lived in these eight hamlets.

14,000 people still homeless

By: Adrianus Suyadi, SJ.

“I held Ananda against my chest trying to flee for our 
life on a motorcycle. When the crew of a water tank truck 
that was there for the evacuation took me and my grand-
child aboard, we left straight away,” said Murtini, Ananda’s 
grandmother. She fled to save her life after hearing the loud 
noise of Mt Merapi’s eruption. It was around 1 o’clock in the 
morning and still terribly dark, the landscape covered with 
volcanic ash, hot lava and clouds. “Luckily, it was raining 
at the same time. If not, I’m sure more victims would have 
fallen as the ash and sand was very hot,” Murtini’s husband 
interrupted. 

Ananda, the 35-day old infant had to be evacuated as 
hot lava and hot gas of the Merapi volcano was likely to 
reach them at any moment. Before the evacuation truck 
came, Ananda was in the arms of her grandmother Murtini, 
who was struggling to get out of danger by getting a ride 
on a motorbike. It must have been very hectic when every-
one was trying to save his or her own life, as many did not 
know where to go. No clear directions of safe routes were 
given at that time. As a result a number of people wrongly 
fled towards river Gendol Bridge that had been struck by 
the lava flood. 

It was Friday morning (5 November 2010) when Mt Me-
rapi was on the height of its eruption period. All residents 
of Singlar Hamlet, Glagaharjo, Cangkringan (Sleman             
District), who had gathered in an appointed evacuation 
centre were forced to flee further down since hot lava and 
cloud was about to reach their evacuation centre.

Now Ananda and her family have just moved from Gan-
tiwarno, Klaten to a family house at Singlar Hamlet still un-
damaged by the eruption. “This place is the eight evacua-
tion shelter we’ve been staying,” said Murtini while rocking 

Ananda, her grandchild, in her 
arms. One hundred and twenty 
six families (of 2 neighbourhood 
units/RT) at Singlar Hamlet have 
lost absolutely everything as a re-
sult of the Merapi eruption. Lava 
has obliterated their houses,    
cattle, properties, estates and 
livelihood. Three people were 
buried alive, their bodies could 
not been found even after the 
evacuation teams have searched 
for them many times. “All we can 
do now is pray for their souls ... 
and nothing else,” said Paidi, 38 
years, commenting on the fate of 
his 3 fellow residents.  

They don’t know what they 
should plan for in future. “If asked 
now, I’d say, I’d dare not live 
here anymore,” said Supriyanto, 
whose house is no longer visible 
after completely buried under the 
cold lava flood. “My house was 

once there,” he added while pointing at the large pile of 
sand where no signs of buildings are seen. “All of my milk 
cows have been buried by the lava.  We’ve lost our liveli-
hood. In the past we could earn some money from the cow 
milk ... now all we’ve got is a memory of the past,” Paidi 
said.   

At present they are waiting to move again to another 
evacuation cantre, in a temporary shelter the authori-
ties are building in Banjarsari, Glagaharjo, Cangkringan, 
Sleman. The waiting time - full of uncertainty - is getting       
longer.     

They, the Singlar residents, are not alone. Over 10,000 
people, or 2,526 families, are experiencing the same fate. 
All of them are from the Sleman District (2,551 families 
from Cangkringan Sub-district and another 15 families 
from Ngemplak Sub-district. These numbers constitute 
only to the people who have vacated their villages as the 
Merapi eruption has burnt their houses and shelters. Now 
there are also fresh evacuees. They are victims of the next 
disaster – the cold lava flooding. By mid of January 2011 
about 5,000 people were forced to flee their houses, when 
cold lava struck and buried their villages. Their number is 
likely to increase if rains continue to pour down on Mera-
pi’s slopes and create more cold lava floods. About 140 
million cubic meters of cold lava are still accumulating on 
the volcano’s slopes.    

In providing shelters for the evacuees who haven’t re-
turned or cannot return to their houses, the regional admi-
nistrations of Yogyakarta and Central Java are construct-
ing temporary bamboo shelters at safe locations close to 
the evacuees’ villages. The construction is expected to be 
completed by the end of January 2011. But with more cold 
lava flooding taking place in some areas the construction 
work may be delayed.    

Fr. A. Suyadi, SJ. on a visit to Singlar Hamlet, Glagaharjo Village, Cangkringan Sub-district, Sleman District, 
Yogyakarta.

Fr. A. Suyadi, SJ. watching the eruption of Mt Merapi, 
Muntilan, Central Java.

The smiles of the evacuees of Mount Merapi’s erup-
tion encouraged me to approach them when I was 

visiting Teluk Hamlet on the foothill of Seribu mountain at  
Kragilan village, Gantiwarno Sub-district, Klaten District on 
23 November 2010. Every afternoon they liked to gather in 
a certain place to talk. “I see you carrying a camera. Make 
some pictures of us please,” said Widi (68 years), an eva-
cuee from Singlar Hamlet, Glagaharjo Village in Cang-                                                                                                      
kringan Sub-district, Sleman District. Her smile dis-               
appeared for a moment when telling us what happened 
to her village which had been obliterated by hot lava. She 
happened to have relatives living at this Kragilan village 
who’s offered their house as a temporary refuge.   

“We’ve moved to this village from Klaten Sports Cen-
tre, because the conditions at that 
centre were worse than those in 
our previous evacuation centre 
at Keputran Village square, Ke-
malang Sub-district. How could 
it be that to get a bottle of drink-
ing water we had to queue up for 
two hours to give our signatures,” 
said Mardi Wiyono, a 55 year old 
IDP from Butuh Hamlet, Bawukan 
Village, Kemalang Sub-district, 
Klaten District. Her smile turned 
bitter but slowly regained back its 
sweetness when telling us about 
daily life in Teluk Hamlet.  

A hopeful smile adorned the 
face of Tomo Tiyoso, a 64 year old 
resident of Jetis Sumur Hamlet, 
Glagaharjo Village, Cangkringan 
Sub-district, when telling me “The 
village head has been managing 
the relief aid very well. Our needs 

are fulfilled. Of course, we still have to sleep on plastic mats 
and male evacuees had to sleep in the verandas. Although 
there is only one proper toilet in our evacuation shelter, we 
solve the problem by using ‘natural facilities’ like rivers. 
We are used to doing this. Our children in kindergarten, 
elementary and se-condary school can attend classes at 
the school close to Kragilan Village Hall.           Everyday 
most of us return to our native village to do some house-
hold cleaning. We feed the remaining cattle while keeping 
watch of what is left from our property and fetch woods 
from the trees, which have been burnt by the hot clouds. 
We use this wood to make fire. You can see it piled up in 
front of the house where we are speaking now.” He admit-
ted that the news about the government’s plans to 

The smiles of Merapi evacuees
By: Lino Sanjaya

Mrs Sri Lestari from Glagahmalang Hamlet and Mrs Sriyanti from Singlar Hamlet
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compensate for dead cows and temporary shelters – is 
still unconfirmed. The situation is still uncertain. The evac-
uees are still unsure about how save it would be to return 
to their villages.

”There was a time when the number of evacuees 
reached 444. It was on 16 November 2010. They came 
from 7 sub-districts in two dsitricts. Those sub-districts of 
Sleman District, Yogyakarta province are Cangkringan, 
Pakem, Ngemplak and Kalasan. The other three of Klaten 
District, Central Java province are Kemalang, Karangnong-
ko and Manisrenggo,” said Village Head Bambang Sami-
yo, a person of exceptional kindness not only to his guests 
but also to any evacuees. ”We’ve temporarily relocated vil-
lagers in five hamlets, i.e. Teluk, Balong, Soka, Punthuk 
and Watuleter. Each of them has its own posko (command 
post) which is run by the evacuees themselves. We ma-
nage the poskos from the command post headquarters 
at Kragilan Village Hall. From this hall we distribute the 
aid supplies according to the peoples needs,” added the 
village head. He informed that government aid consisted 
of ten kilograms of rice and Rp 90,000 cash money as 
side-dish allowance per month per head. Aid was also pro-
vided by other groups such as Churches, Muhammadiyah 
and from individuals from Surabaya. They gave contribu-
tions not only in the form of goods but also of services like 
trauma healing for children. Some relief was provided by 
television companies like SCTV, TVRI and Indosiar. ”Now 
half of the evacuees have returned to their villages after 
the danger area has become smaller. They are from the 
Ngemplak Sub-district, Kalasan, Manisrenggo and Ka-
rangnongko. At the moment the total of evacuees in this 

Mr Wiryo resident of Glagahmalang Hamlet

Training on Disaster Risk Reduction by Nurjanah in Air Pinang School

Displacement prevention for formerly displaced 
communities

JRS team in South Aceh continued to accompany 
villagers in strengthening their resilience to the threats 
through natural or man made disasters. In schools, 
youth and communities JRS engaged people in discus-
sions, trainings and workshops ranging from concepts of 
value based child friendly education, disaster mitigation, 
disaster risk reduction, emergency preparedness and or-
ganizational management until village planning promot-
ing the inclusion of vulnerable people.

centre has dropped to 266. They seem content. You can 
ask them in person,” village head Bambang said with a 
proud smile on his face.

When passing by a house used for the evacuees, I 
saw an elderly man sitting absent-mindedly. His left leg 
was stuck out upon a table; the knee bandaged. A tiny 
smile was presented to the village head and us. “I stum-
bled over a tree branch when running for life and tripped 
over. Good God, my son was there to rescue me. This 
leg has only been checked and treated twice by a Public 
Health Care Centre (Puskesmas), and no one has taken 
me to any medical doctor or hospital in Klaten,” said the 
old man, Wiryo, resident of Glagahmalang.

JRS helps the evacuees at Kragilan by distributing 
foods including rice, children’s and elderly’s milk, infants’ 
porridge, cooking oil, cooking seasonings, drinking water 
and also other kinds of aid such as plastic mats, mat-
tresses for the elderly and infants, sarongs, ladies’ jarik 
(traditional sarongs for women), hygiene kits, elementary 
and secondary school uniforms. The village head ex-
pressed his gratitude to JRS for its helping hand it had 
given to the evacuees, routinely every week since No-
vember 2010 until the evacuees returned to their village 
on 5 December 2010. I came back to my office amazed 
about those evacuees. They are not the kind of eva-
cuees who would keep pounding with demands and lists 
of needs. They even seem to feel shy and uneasy to ask 
for this and that … but the most fascinating of all is their 
smiles, which are filled with gratefulness to anyone who 
has helped, rescued and attended to them. 

Natural disasters still displace hundreds of thousands peo-
ple each year in Indonesia. JRS Indonesia responds to dis-
placement caused by natural disasters in cases of extreme 
unaddressed needs, eg. West Java Earthquake Project from 
January to June 2010. 

JRS helped poor and vulnerable villagers in Takokak, Cianjur 
District to rebuild their heavily or completely damaged homes. 
In collaboration with Universitas Parahyangan (UNPAR), JRS 
supported the local communities designing and rebuilding 25 
earthquake resistant houses for those most in need.

Disaster displaced

Yusup’s Family in Bumbangsari Village, Takokak Sub-district, 
West Java.

Looking back at JRS activities in 2010
By: Lars Stenger

The end of the year is an opportunity for JRS to look back at where it was able to accompany and serve forcibly dis-
placed people in Indonesia. The kaleidoscope emerging highlights some of the persisting challenges people driven 

from their homes experience. The following photos were taken by JRS staff during the last year.

Challenges for displaced people

IDMC estimates the number of former and current Inter-
nally Displaced Persons in Indonesia being between 75,000 
and 120,000 people, including those formerly displaced that 
have not found back on their feed and living in conditions 
characterized through lack of access to livelihood, health-
care and education.

JRS Indonesia continued its support for the education of 
Siska, Marlon and Kosmas at the Orphanage in Ngawen, 
Yogyakarta. All three are from a remote village on Buru Is-
land, Maluku and experienced displacement in 2001 during 
the turmoil in this province. Access to higher education is 
still limited for many children from remote parts of Indone-
sia. Children often have to walk far to access school or are 
hindered by local traditions and poverty that forces them to 
support their parents to sustain their livelihood. Mrs Nana, Marlon and Kosmas
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Volcanic ash rain in Central Java Preparation of distribution

Together with volunteers from Congregatio Missio-
nis (CM) Surabaya, JRS provided emergency assis-
tance to people displaced by the eruptions, lava and 
ash clouds of Merapi volcano November 2010. JRS 
aimed at providing for uncovered needs to displaced 

in Klaten, Gunung Kidul, Bantul, Sleman, Kulonprogo, 
and Muntilan and Central Java: Boyolali and Mage-
lang. Until 23 December JRS provided food items, 
mattresses, blankets, hygienic utensils, cloths, basic 
medicine, writing and studying materials.

Merapi’s Volcano

In 2010 JRS Indonesia started to learn more about 
the situation and rights of asylum seekers and refugees. 
It started to befriend asylum seekers and refugees in 
Belawan Detention Centre and in Cisarua, Bogor pro-
viding support and educational activities. Beginning of 
June we invited members of LBH (Legal Aid Instute) 
and HRWG (Human Rights Working Group) to partici-
pate at a workshop on refugee rights facilitated by Eli-
zabeth Biok from Legal Aid Commission of New South 
Wales. During Refugee Film week in Taman Ismail 
Marzuki, Jakarta on 14-26 June we screened six films 
about the experiences of asylum seekers. The event 
was organized in collaboration with KINEFORUM and 
Cinema Politica. International Refugee Day Celebration in KINEFORUM

Asylum Seekers and Refugees

Workshop on Refugee Rights with LBH and HRWG in Jakarta



E D I T O R I A L

Editorial responsibility:
Adianus Suyadi, SJ.

Editor:
Lars Stenger

Design & lay out:
Devira Wulandari

Articles submitted by:
Adrianus Suyadi, SJ.

Lino Marcelino Sanjaya
Lars Stenger

Translator:
F. Gogo Prayoga 

Magdalena Capricornia
Yurike Wahyudi

JESUIT REFUGEE SERVICE
INDONESIA

Gg. Cabe DP III No. 9, 
Puren, Pringwulung, Condong 

Catur, Depok, Sleman,
Yogyakarta - 55283

INDONESIA

Phone/Fax: +62 274 517405
Email: indonesia@jrs.or.id

Website: www.jrs.or.id

Your continued support makes it 
possible for us to help the internally 
displaced people in Indonesia.

If you want to make a donation, 
please send it to:

Bank Name:
Bank Central Asia Indonesia

Bank Address:
Jl. Jendral Sudirman, Yogyakarta, 

Indonesia.

Account Holder:
Yayasan JRS Indonesia

Account Type:
Tahapan

Account Number:
037 333 2001

Bank Code (If Applicable):
#CENAIDJA#

Send your comments and 
suggestions to:
refuge@jrs.or.id

Opening ceremony on the Entry into Force of the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions by Kunokini

INTERNATIONAL DAYS

8 March
21 March
22 March

International Women’s Day
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
World Water Day

March

JRS Indonesia contributed to key national and international events promoting 
the Ban of Landmines and Cluster Munitions. JRS conducted the research to 
“the Monitor” reports for the two international conventions summarizing key de-
velopments towards the implementation of the ban in Indonesia. Members from 
JRS Asia Pacific including from Cambodia, Thailand and Indonesia met in April 
in Jakarta to discuss future efforts to promote the conventions. JRS Indonesia 
celebrated the Entry into Force of the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) 
on 1st August 2010 with drum concerts, film screenings and podium discussions 
at Kolese Kanisius, Jakarta. We delivered presentations on the unacceptable 
harm caused by these weapons and information on the convention banning them 
at the Indonesian Military Head Quarter and on two occasions to students in       
Gadjah Mada University, Yogyakarta. JRS participated at the First Meeting of 
States Parties of the CCM in Vientiane, Lao PDR were the future working and 
action plan of the CCM was adopted. 

Ban of Landmines and Cluster Munitions

JRS 30th Anniversary 

Fr. Adrianus Suyadi SJ, Director of JRS 
Indonesia held a Sunday mass at Sanata 
Dharma University (USD), Yogyakarta on 14th 

November 2010 remembering 30 years of                          
accompaniment, service and advocacy for 
forcibly displaced people around the world 
and 10 years of JRS work in Indonesia. He 
asked for compassion and solidarity with the 
displaced in the world and in particularly with 
those in Indonesia, who were displaced within 
the boarders of Indonesia or fleeing persecu-
tion in their countries of origin. 30 years anniversary service held by 

Fr. A. Suyadi SJ in Belarminus USD Chapel


